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Note of last Councillors' Forum meeting
	Title:


	Councillors' Forum

	Date:


	Thursday 16 July 2020

	Venue:
	Westminster Room, 8th Floor, 18 Smith Square, London, SW1P 3HZ

	
	


Attendance
An attendance list is attached as Appendix A to this note
	Item
	Decisions and actions
	


<AI1>

	1
	Chairman's Welcome

The Chairman welcomed members to the meeting and thanked those present for their hard work in their communities supporting Covid-19 relief. 


	


</AI1>

<AI2>

	2 
	Tom Riordan, Track and Trace

The Chairman welcomed Tom Riordan, Chief Executive of Leeds City Council, to the meeting.
Tom Riordan gave a presentation about local outbreak planning and the work of local government with NHS track and trace.

Tom Riordan focused on Local Outbreak Control Plans and highlighted seven themes

1. Health, Care and Education settings

2. High Risk Workplaces, Communities and Locations
3. Local Testing deployment
4. Contact Tracing in Complex Settings
5. Data integration
6. Vulnerable People and Diverse Communities
7. Local Boards

Members made the following comments

·  A lot of good practice is being shared at high level local government meetings and it needs to be passed onto all of local government, so we can learn lessons as we go on through COVID-19.

· PPE and second wave planning have been taken seriously at local level, but it feels to be downplayed at a national level. How can we ensure that local government is heard nationally on this?

· Leicester has been a critical case of poor communication. Leaders who are close but outside of the local lockdown area are left without the ability to input for their residents.

Tom Riordan responded

· Working for Leeds City Council, the LGA has been a critical friend and is well placed to pass on best practice across all local government.

· More needs to be done to allow lower tier councils to access data and information on local covid-19 issues.

· There is a range of different voices within government on the ways to move forward, and the thinking is becoming a lot more joined up and allowing for greater planning.

The chairman thanked Tom Riordan for all his hard work on NHS Track and Trace.
Decision 

Members noted the presentation


	


</AI2>

<AI3>

	3 
	Chairman's Update

The Chairman gave an update and highlighting how hard officers at the LGA have been working during Covid-19 and asked members to be patient during this time.

Decision 

Members agreed the update


	


</AI3>

<AI4>

</AI4>

<AI5>

</AI5>

<AI6>

</AI6>

<AI7>

</AI7>

<AI8>

</AI8>

<AI9>

</AI9>

<AI10>

</AI10>

<AI11>

</AI11>

<AI12>

</AI12>

<AI13>

	4 
	LGA Board Chair Reports

Children and Young People Board - Cllr Judith Blake CBE

· Raising the voice of children and young people during Covid-19. 

· Children’s social care has seen significant reductions in referrals but that councils were seeking to mitigate by working with partners to identify children at risk.

· Provided evidence to the House of Commons Education Committee as part of its inquiry on the impact of COVID-19 on education and children's services.

City Regions Board - Sir Richard Leese CBE

· LGA and Connect organised a Devolution APPG session on skills and jobs. Key issues discussed were green jobs analysis (above), LGA’s Work Local proposals, jobs and skills recovery, and the brilliant work of the local government sector.  

· Work continues on research projects commissioned on behalf of the Board, including research into the role of councils in delivering the Sustainable Development Goals, which will be launched at an online event on the 17 July

· Officers continue to engage with a range of stakeholders to progress the localist agenda on recovery, including the Institute for Employment Studies and Learning and Work, and focusing on older workers through the Centre for Better Ageing. 

Community Wellbeing Board - Cllr Hamilton

· Webinar held on Using Marmot Principles to tackle health inequalities and Covid-19, with keynote speaker Professor Sir Michael Marmot.

· The LGA responded to a Public Health England (PHE) report on the impact of coronavirus on Black and Minority Ethnic (BAME) groups, the report highlights the work that still needs to be done to ensure BAME communities are not disproportionately impacted by coronavirus. 

· We championed the crucial role of councils in the NHS Test and Trace scheme and supported the allocation of £300 million of much-needed funding.

Culture, Tourism and Sport Board - Cllr Gerald Vernon-Jackson CBE

· Signed a joint statement with Arts Council England and other local government bodies on how we will collectively collaborate and support the sector. We continue to meet regularly with ACE to discuss the developing situation and support offers.

· Local Partnerships are providing support to councils with contracts with one of the largest providers, and this is shortly being extended to the four largest providers.
· £51 million of ERDF Reserve Fund monies has been secured to support councils implement social distancing measures for local high streets. The remaining parts of the ERDF Reserve Fund will be to support SMEs, including the Kickstart Tourism Package. 
Environment, Economy, Housing and Transport Board - Cllr David Renard

· Webinars focusing on the role councils have to play in building again following COVID-19, how planning departments have continued to run effectively and how councils have successfully accommodated approximately 15,000 people sleeping rough, as part of our housing improvement support offer. 
· The LGA has commissioned a piece of research that is looking at the range of activity being undertaken by councils to improve the quality of the private rented sector and, to understand the key challenges. 

· The LGA is working with Local Partnerships to develop support for councils on green finance as part of their green economic recovery.

Improvement and Innovation Board - Cllr Peter Fleming OBE

· Officers in the Improvement Team and across the LGA have been working very hard to still provide the same level of service during Covid-19.

· “Spotlight on” series at LGA Conference included successful panels on: Learning through Crisis, Green reset, Sector-led Improvement.

· A First Magazine article was published in May on the topic of A green silver lining? Following the pandemic, it covers the benefits to climate change when holding remote council meetings. 

People and Places Board - Cllr Kevin Bentley

· The Board also commissioned Ecuity to provide new analysis on projected low carbon jobs by local authority and by sector. 

· £51 million of ERDF Reserve Fund monies has been secured to support councils implement social distancing measures for local high streets.

· Lead Members discussed LGA representation on the Youth Employment Group, set up in response to the COVID-19 crisis, to work with stakeholders to improve the offer for young people.

Resources Board - Cllr Richard Watts

· On 2 July, in addition to previous announcements of £3.2 billion grant funding and cash flow measures, the Secretary of State for Housing, Communities and Local Government announced a further package of support for councils, which included £500 million of additional funding toward cost pressures, a scheme to share part of the lost sales, fees and charges income and a facility to repay local tax deficits over three years, instead of one. While this is helpful, more is needed to fully address the severe financial challenges facing councils.

· MPs were briefied on council funding issues, arising from COVID-19, on 6 July.

· Government announced £63m funding for councils to support households with ‘food and other essentials’ on 11th June. Evidence submitted from councils on the LGA’s ‘reshaping financial support’ programme made a significant contribution to the Government’s decision to provide this funding, which is designed to support ‘existing schemes’ to deliver support during the immediate crisis.

Safer and Stronger Communities Board – Cllr Katrina Wood

· With pubs, cafes and restaurants able to re-open from 4 July Cllr Katrina Wood responded to a joint statement from the British Beer and Pub Association, UKHospitality, the London Night Czar and the National Police Chiefs urging people to act responsibly and safely, including maintaining social distancing, avoid anti-social behaviour and help keep public spaces litter-free.
· The LGA has urged businesses such as banks, family, friends and neighbours to work together to prevent fraud from happening in the first place and stop fraudsters taking advantage at this time of national crisis.

· In June 2020, the LGA hosted a webinar on tackling domestic abuse. Guest speaker Nicole Jacobs, the Domestic Abuse Commissioner for England and Wales
Decision 

Members agreed the reports


	


</AI13>

<AI14>

	5 
	Digest of the last meeting held on Thursday 12 March 2020

Members noted the digest from Thursday 12 March 2020


	


 </AI14>

<TRAILER_SECTION>

Appendix A -Attendance 

	Position/Role
	Councillor
	Authority

	
	
	

	Chairman
	 Cllr James Jamieson
	Central Bedfordshire Council


	Vice-Chairman
	 Cllr Izzi Seccombe OBE
	Warwickshire County Council

	Vice-Chair
	Cllr Howard Sykes MBE
	Oldham Metropolitan Borough Council

	Vice-Chair
	Cllr Marianne Overton MBE
	Lincolnshire County Council


	
	 
	


	Members
	 Cllr John Fuller OBE
	South Norfolk District Council

	
	Cllr Robert Alden
	Birmingham City Council

	
	Cllr Teresa O'Neill OBE
	Bexley Council

	
	Cllr Nigel Ashton
	North Somerset Council

	
	Cllr Philip Atkins OBE
	Staffordshire County Council

	
	Cllr Kevin Bentley
	Essex County Council

	
	Cllr Paul Bettison OBE
	Bracknell Forest Borough Council

	
	Cllr Morris Bright MBE
	Hertsmere Borough Council

	
	Cllr Abi Brown
	Stoke-on-Trent City Council

	
	Cllr Nick Chard
	Kent County Council

	
	Cllr Janet Clowes
	Cheshire East Council

	
	Cllr Steve Count
	Cambridgeshire County Council

	
	Cllr Andrew Day
	Warwick District Council

	
	Cllr Geoff Driver CBE
	Lancashire County Council

	
	Cllr Peter Fleming OBE
	Sevenoaks District Council

	
	Cllr Peter Golds CBE
	Tower Hamlets Council

	
	Cllr John Hart
	Devon County Council

	
	Cllr Mark Hawthorne MBE
	Gloucestershire County Council

	
	Cllr Teresa Heritage
	Hertfordshire County Council

	
	Cllr Ian Hudspeth
	Oxfordshire County Council

	
	Cllr Rory Love OBE
	Kent County Council

	
	Cllr Paul Middlebrough
	Worcestershire County Council

	
	Cllr Colin Noble
	Suffolk County Council

	
	Cllr William Nunn
	Breckland Council

	
	Cllr Tim Oliver
	Surrey County Council

	
	Cllr John Pennington
	Bradford Metropolitan District Council

	
	Cllr Roger Phillips
	Herefordshire Council

	
	Lord Gary Porter CBE
	South Holland District Council

	
	Cllr Andrew Proctor
	Norfolk County Council

	
	Cllr David Renard
	Swindon Borough Council

	
	Cllr Linda Robinson
	Wychavon District Council

	
	Cllr Nicholas Rushton
	Leicestershire County Council

	
	Cllr Glen Sanderson JP
	Northumberland Council

	
	Cllr Linda Taylor
	Cornwall Council

	
	Cllr Michael Wilcox
	Lichfield District Council

	
	Cllr Katrina Wood
	Wycombe District Council

	
	
	

	
	Cllr Nick Forbes CBE
	Newcastle upon Tyne City Council

	
	Cllr Tom Beattie
	Corby Borough Council

	
	Cllr Judi Billing MBE
	Hertfordshire County Council

	
	Cllr Judith Blake CBE
	Leeds City Council

	
	Cllr Anntoinette Bramble
	Hackney London Borough Council

	
	Cllr Muhammed Butt
	Brent Council

	
	Cllr Graham Chapman
	Nottingham City Council

	
	Cllr Clare Coghill
	Waltham Forest London Borough Council

	
	Cllr Doina Cornell
	Stroud District Council

	
	Cllr Amy Cross
	Blackpool Council

	
	Cllr James Dawson
	Erewash Borough Council

	
	Cllr Georgia Gould
	Camden Council

	
	Cllr Kate Haigh
	Gloucester City Council

	
	Cllr Paulette Hamilton
	Birmingham City Council

	
	Cllr Richard Henry
	Stevenage Borough Council

	
	Cllr Susan Hinchcliffe
	Bradford Metropolitan District Council

	
	Cllr Simon Henig CBE
	Durham County Council

	
	Cllr Helen Holland
	Bristol City Council

	
	Sir Stephen Houghton CBE
	Barnsley Metropolitan Borough Council

	
	Cllr Farah Hussain
	Redbridge London Borough Council

	
	Cllr Peter John OBE
	Southwark Council

	
	Cllr Brigid Jones
	Birmingham City Council

	
	Cllr Naushabah Khan
	Medway Council

	
	Sir Richard Leese CBE
	Manchester City Council

	
	Cllr Iain Malcolm
	South Tyneside Metropolitan Borough Council

	
	Cllr John Merry CBE
	Salford City Council

	
	Cllr Dhanisha Patel
	Bridgend County Borough Council

	
	Cllr Michael Payne
	Gedling Borough Council

	
	Cllr Alice Perry
	Islington Council

	
	Cllr Darren Rodwell
	Barking and Dagenham London Borough Council

	
	Cllr Bryony Rudkin
	Ipswich Borough Council

	
	Cllr Timothy Swift MBE
	Calderdale Metropolitan Borough Council

	
	Cllr Sharon Taylor OBE
	Stevenage Borough Council

	
	Cllr Richard Watts
	Islington Council

	
	Cllr Debbie Wilcox
	Newport City Council

	
	Cllr Tudor Evans OBE
	Plymouth City Council

	
	Cllr Alan Connett
	Devon County Council

	
	Cllr Mark Cory
	Colchester Borough Council

	
	Cllr Ruth Dombey OBE
	Sutton London Borough Council

	
	Cllr Liz Green
	Kingston upon Thames Royal Borough Council

	
	Cllr Richard Kemp CBE
	Liverpool City Council

	
	Cllr Heather Kidd
	Shropshire Council

	
	Cllr Adele Morris
	Southwark Council

	
	Cllr Bridget Smith
	South Cambridgeshire District Council

	
	Cllr Gerald Vernon-Jackson CBE
	Portsmouth City Council

	
	Cllr Chris White
	Hertfordshire County Council

	
	Cllr Sue Baxter
	Bromsgrove District Council

	
	Cllr Wayne Davies
	Redcar & Cleveland Borough Council

	
	Cllr Rosemarie Harris
	Powys County Council

	
	Cllr Phelim MacCafferty
	Brighton & Hove City Council

	
	Cllr Colin Mann
	Caerphilly County Borough Council

	
	Cllr Sarah Rouse
	Malvern Hills District Council

	
	Cllr Carolyn Rule
	Cornwall Council

	
	Cllr Helen-Ann Smith
	Ashfield District Council

	
	Cllr Clive Woodbridge
	Epsom and Ewell Borough Council

	
	Cllr Paul Woodhead
	Cannock Chase District Council
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